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Tales from
Two Valleys

Squaw Valley and Alpine
Meadows skiers will delight in
reading the familiar and not-so-

familiar accounts of how these two
leading Sierra resorts got started.
Eddy Ancinas' well-researched book
will also appeal to anyone interested
in the history of skiing in the 19505
and '6os, when the sport exploded
in popularity. This growth was due
in large part to such pioneering
visionaries as Wayne Poulsen and
Alexander Gushing at Squaw Valley.
Lesser known is John Reily who
dreamed of a family-oriented resort
at the adjacent valley, which later
came to be called Alpine Meadows.

Eddy Ancinas tells the story of
the ongoing conflict
between Poulsen,
who had the land,
and Gushing,
who had access to
financing. The two
strong-willed men
disagreed on "just
about everything,"
she writes. Poulsen
was later voted out
of the corporation
at a stockholder
meeting when he
was traveling out of
the country.

Ancinas also
describes how
Gushing applied
for the 1960 Win-
ter Olympics to
get publicity for his five-year-old
resort, which had only one chairlift
at the time. It had been assumed
that the Games would go to one of
the established European resorts. By
clever political maneuvering, Gush-
ing succeeded in having the Games
awarded to Squaw Valley. After near
disaster—first a lack of snow, then
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almost too much snow—the Games
were a great success. Among other
things, athletes enjoyed the first and
only Winter Olympics where they
could walk or ski to all the venues
from the Olympic Village.

Ancinas accurately describes the
continuing conflict between Gushing
and the various state amd federal
agencies that control safety and con-
servation issues. She concludes that
Cushing's guiding philosophy was,
"It is easier to beg forgiveness than
to ask permission."

In 2010 a private equity firm,
KSL, bought Squaw Valley and a
year later, Alpine Meadows, consoli-
dating the two valleys. Ancinas asks

a relevant question:
"Will the ski expe-
rience defined by
Poulsen, Gushing
and Reily be for-
ever changed from
a way of life to a
highly developed
form of industrial
tourism?"

The dedication
"To Osvaldo—for
getting on the
chairlift with me"
refers to Ancinas'
husband, who was
a member of the
1960 Argentine
Olympic team.
Eddy and Osvaldo
live and have raised

their family in a house on the Truc-
kee River, between Squaw Valley
and Alpine Meadows. —Henrik Bull

Tales from Two Valleys: Squaw
Valley and Alpine Meadows by Eddy
Stan Ancinas; History Press, February
2013; softcover, 160 pages; $19.59 at www.
historypress.net. $
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